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Executive Summary

At the request of Southwell Trapp & Associates Ltd., agents for Restwell Trailer
Park 2002 Ltd.,, FMA Heritage Resources Consultants Inc. conducted a
Historical Resources Impact Assessment (HRIA) on the Restwell Trailer Park
located in Canmore, Alberta. The development area lies on a parcel of land that
. is situated in Sections 28 & 33-24-10-W5M, primarily on the west side of
Policeman’s Creek in Canmore and east of Spring Creek. A small strip of
undeveloped land is also included on the east side of Policeman’s Creek. The
area to be developed covers approximately 26 hectares and contains mobile
housing, camping facilities, roadways, playgrounds, washroom facilities,
maintenance storage areas, °‘green” space and pathways. The current
landownership is private, under the control of Restwell Trailer Park 2002 Ltd.

The HRIA was conducted as a result of due diligence on the part of the owner,
Restwell Trailer Park 2002 Ltd. During the pre-field search of existing historical
resource sites one historic site, EgPu-23, was identified at the southeast corner
of the study area. This site was revisited to determine whether development
plans would adversely affect the sites’ current condition and its location relative
to the proposed development. Through the site revisit and consultation with a
former ownerfoccupant of the study lands, it was determined that EgPu-23
represented two distinct occupations by squatters and that both can be
considered relatively recent and of littie or no historical value.

FMA Heritage Resource Consultants Inc. applied for an archaeological
investigation permit to conduct the HRIA, and that application was approved by

Executive Summary il



Executive Summary iv

Alberta Community Development under Archaeological Investigation Permit
02-231.

Based on the low historical interpretive potential of historic period site EgPu-23,
it is recommended that a Historical Resource Value (HRV) classification of “0”
be given to this site. As such, it is further recommended that the site recording
and photography is sufficient mitigation for this site relative to the proposed
development. For these reasons, no further archaeological work is
recommended for this site relative to the proposed development that will be
created by Restwell Trailer Park 2002 Ltd. in the area of Sections 28 & 33-24-
10-W5M.

Based on the results of the HRIA conducted for the proposed development in
Sections 28 & 33-24-10-W5M, and as no new historical resources sites were
identified, it is recommended that Restwell Trailer Park 2002 Ltd. have
completed their HRIA requirement for the property. Although one historic site
was identified on the property, it is considered to be of low archaeological
interpretive potential and no further mitigation is recommended beyond the
recording and photography that was conducted during the HRIA.
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INTRODUCTION

At the request of Southwell Trapp & Associates Ltd., agents for Restwell Trailer
Park 2002 Ltd., FMA Heritage Resources Consultants Inc. conducted a
Historical Resources Impact Assessment (HRIA) on the Restwell Trailer Park
located in Canmore, Alberta (Figure 1). The development area lies on a parcel
of land that is situated in Sections 28 & 33-24-10-W5M, primarily on the west
side of Policeman’s Creek and east of Spring Creek in Canmore. A small strip of
undeveloped land is also included on the east side of Policeman’s Creek. The
area to be developed covers approximately 26 ha and contains mobile housing,
roadways, washroom facilities, maintenance storage areas, “green” space and
pathways. The current landownership is private, under the control of Restwell
Trailer Park 2002 Ltd.

The HRIA was conducted as due diligence on the part of the owner, Restwell
Trailer Park 2002 Ltd. During the pre-field search of existing historical resource
sites an historic site, EgPu-23, was identified at the southeast corner of the
study area. This site was revisited to determine whether development plans
would adversely affect the sites’ current condition and its location relative to the
proposed development. Through the site revisit and consuitation with a former
owner/occupant of the study lands, it was determined that EgPu-23 represented
two distinct occupations by squatters and that both can be considered relatively
recent and of little or no historical vaiue.

FMA Heritage Resource Consultants Inc. applied for an archaeological
investigation permit to conduct the HRIA, and that application was approved by
Alberta Community Development under Archaeological Investigation Permit 02-
231.
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OBJECTIVES

The primary objectives of the Historical Resources Impact Assessment were to:

1.

inventory historical resource sites within the proposed development
zone,

2. evaluate the significance of the individual sites identified:
3. forecast the nature and magnitude of site specific impacts; and
4. design and implement an acceptable site specific mitigation program
which would significantly eliminate adverse impacts to identified sites
prior to construction.
SCOPE OF WORK

The scope of work for the Historical Resources Impact Assessment undertaken
by FMA Heritage Resources Consultants Inc. consists of the following
components:

1.

Record Review - to identify previously recorded sites which could be
affected by the proposed development project, and to determine the
nature of the data base in the area.

Ground Reconnaissance - to relocate, in the field, historical
resource sites which may have been previously recorded, as well as
to identify and record any new sites within the development zone.
Site discovery will be based on surficial inspection of exposures and
subsurface testing, using a conventional shovel testing program of
potential site areas lacking suitable exposures. Deep testing, using a
backhoe or au'ger, may be undertaken in localities of high site
potential associated with good depositional characteristics.

Site Evaluation - to evaluate the nature of the existing resource data
base, the quantity and quality of observable remains (e.g. site
condition, content, uniqueness, and complexity) and the potential of
the site to contribute to public enjoyment and education. Sites are
evaluated by inspection of exposures, or by a standard shovel testing
program. Additional controlled assessment may be conducted when
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a site is perceived to contain potentially significant cultural materiat.
In the event that such potentially significant sites, concealed by
sediments, are encountered, the need for further evaluation is
satisfied through either an extensive systematic subsurface testing
program, a controlled excavation program, or a backhoe testing
program.

Impact Assessment - to delineate the magnitude of forecasted
impacts to the individual identified historical resource sites, as well as
the local and regional data base, and to recommend site-specific
mitigative measures commensurate with the assigned value of the
site.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

INTRODUCTION

The economic strategy, as well as many aspects of the material culture of
precontact peoples were intimately related to the opportunities and
constraints provided by the regional environment which they inhabited. In
many respects, regional environment also strongly influenced where certain
activities were conducted and consequently where archaeological sites,
testimony to prehistoric use and occupation, are located. Because of the
close relationship which precontact occupants had with the environment, a
brief description of the regional and local environments is provided.

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENT

The Restwell Trailer Park development in Sections 28 & 33-24-10-W5M lies
in the Montane Subregion of the Rocky Mountain Natural Region (Alberta
Environmental Protection 1994; Figure 2). In general terms, the Rocky
Mountain Natural Region is characterized by the most rugged topography in
Alberta. Underlying the Continentai Divide is upthrust and folded limestone,
dolomite and quartzite. The Montane Subregion is located at low elevations
in the major passes extending eastward into the prairies (Strong 1992). The
climatic regime of the area is moderated by frequent chinook winds (Alberta
Environmental Protection 1994). Soils are variable with Cherozems,
Brunisols and Regosols under grasslands and Brunisols and Luvisols under
forests. Lodgepole Pine, limber pine and Douglas fir occur on upland areas
while white spruce and aspen grow along streams and terraces (Strong
1992).

Environmental Setting &






